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breeze, the bow-lines were checked, and the
weather-braces rounded in, every sail was care-
fully trimmed, and we foamed along our
whitened path amid the curling waves of the deep
blue sea, while the bounding motion of our ves-.
sel was like the exulting joy that agitated every
gladdened heart within her.
Had it even been possible, it would have been
perhaps a pity to damp the ardour of such gene-
ral happiness by the cold philosophy of physics,
or the dry doctrines of causes and effects ; but
had Newton himself appeared before this assem-
bly, his demonstrations would have availed no-
thing to disturb the firm persuasion which
reigned in the minds of all on board that their
faith in the morning sacrifice had alone pro-
cured for them the opening of the clouds of
heaven, and the gift of this favourable wind
from the hand of their Almighty Ruler.
We continued to sail at about the rate of six
knots, with a flowing sheet, until sunset j in the
course of which time the land had been thrice
reported to be in sight from the mast-head. At
about two, P.M., all hands were so confident of
having seen it, that preparations were already
begun for anchoring in whatever port they
should make, as all believed that they were too
far to the northward, while they contended
among themselves whether the land thus seen